


  2003: Originally created as “Lawyers for Equal Justice,” a 
non-profit, 501 (c)(3) organization to advocate on behalf 
of low-income individuals, families, and communities in 
Hawai`i on civil legal and social justice issues of 
statewide importance   

  2011: LEJ became the 17th Appleseed center, joining the 
Appleseed network of public interest centers in the 
United States and Mexico.  

  Shifted focus from being primarily litigation-intensive to 
systemic administrative & legislative advocacy with a 
litigative component 



  Legislative and administrative advocacy to ensure that the policies, laws 
and practices intended to address the problems of those living in poverty 
and other vulnerable individuals are well designed and are implemented 
legally, fairly and effectively  

  Research and analysis of issues affecting low income communities, 
identifying strategies for improvement of conditions in those communities 
and disseminating findings through seminars, publications and news 
media coverage  

  Legal education to inform low income individuals and groups of their 
rights and the options available to exercise those rights  

  Legal advocacy, including class action litigation, to assist low income 
individuals and communities in the enforcement of their rights and 
obtaining assistance through legislation and administrative action  

  Grassroots coalition building with community groups who share a 
common interest in seeking dynamic responses to social needs, supporting 
the work of other public interest advocates and social service organization. 
























